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r,Ir,  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Conjicillors, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1953. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year 
Home  Population  was  ^5293  -  a  slight  increase  of  47 
over  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  crude  death-rate  was  17.47,  which  -when  adjusted 
by  the  Registrar  General's  Comparability  Factor  in 
relation  to  a  standard  population  with  an  average 
distribution  of  age-groups,  becomes  11.53.  The  age  group 
of  aged  people  in  the  Borough  is  ie  comparatively  large  and 
may  be  associated  ?/ith  its  healthy  and  attractive 
residential  character. 

With  regard  to  individual  causes  of  death,  there  was 
no  exceptional  incidence.  Heart  and  vascular  or 
circulatory  diseases  caused  the  largest  nuimber  of  deaths, 
predominantly  amongst  the  aged,  as  v/ould  naturally  be 
expected,  Also  as  anticipated,  Cancer  caused  the  next 
highest  number  of  deaths.  It  is  note-worthy  that  there 
was  no  death  due  to  Cancer  of  the  Lung,  with  v/hich  the 
inhalation  of  cigarette  smoke  has  been  associated. 

These  figures  are,  however,  small  for  statistical 
purposes. 

The  nui'.iber  of  births  was  62,  compared  v/ith  60  in 
1952  and  the  birth-rate  X)er  1  ,0C0  resident  population  was 
I4,i^l{.;  when  adjusted  by  the  Registrar  General's 
Comparability  factor  for  comparison  with  other  Districts, 
it  becomes  15.88.  Birthrates  throughout  the  area  are 
becoming  stabilised  around  15  and  the  problems  associated 
with  the  high  post-war  rates,  such  as  the  accommodation 
of  school-children,  are  unlikely  to  recur. 

Relevant  to  the  number  of  births,  it  is  gratifying 
to  record  that  there  was  no  death  amongst  infants  and 
mothers.  This  is  largely  due  to  the  complete  liaison 
which  exists  between  the  Ante-natal  and  Child  Welfare 
Services  of  the  Borough  and  the  Practitioners  vdio  are 
in  attendance  v/ith  the  Midwife  and  Health  Visitor 
at  the  Clinics.  The  County  Council  has  a  scheme  in 
being  for  the  provision  of  an  'ad  hoc'  clinic,  centrally 
situated,  which  should  relieve  the  inconvenience  caused 
by  the  present  accommodation. 

The  number  of  notified  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
v/as  small.  The  remarkable  progress  of  Medical  and 
Sanitary  Science  within  the  last  100  years,  and  particularly 
v/ithin  the  last  20  jrears,  has  provided  rational  methods 
of  treatment  and  control  over  the  great  majority  of 
disease-producing  micro-organisms  in  man. 

The  virus  of  Poliomyelitis,  however,  still  eludes 
the  net  of  Medical  Research.  There  was  one  case  in  the 
Borough  y/hich  appeared  'from  the  blue',  as  it  were, 
in  September.  The  patient  was  an  infant,  eight  months 
old,  I'Teither  ho  nor  his  parents  had  been  outside  the 


Borough,  nor  had  had  anj''  visitors,  prior  to  the  most 
extreme  incubation  period  of  the  disease;  neither  had 
the  child  been  iimiunisod  nor  had  his  tonsils  removed  - 
these  sometimes  being  related  to  the  onset  of  the  disease 
Speculation  in  this  case,  suggests  that  there  may  be 
v/inged  insect  vectors  of  the  virus,  apart  from  other 
hnov/n  methods  of  spread,  such  as  by  direct  transmission 
from  case  to  case,  by  ccnvalescont  or  healthy  carriers, 
or  by  food  or  drink* 


T-aenty-nine  cases  of  Measles  were  notified. 

This  highly  infectious  disease  is  endemic  in  the  child 
population,  is  most  infectious  before  it  is  usually 
identified  and  alien  there  is  a  sufficient  number  of 
susceptible  children  exposed  to  the  virus,  an  epidemic 
commonly  occurs.  In  the  present  phase  of  the  disease 
in  this  area  complications  are  uncormion,  but  occasionally 
Broncho-pneui'.ionia  or  Otitis  Media  occur  in  children  with 
lov;  resistance.  Encephalo-'iiyelitis  is  a  very  rare  and 
serious  complication.  Gamma  globulin  is  available  at 
the  Comity  Laboratory  for  the  prevention  or  attenuation 
of  the  diseasG  in  exposed  susceptible  children  when  this 
is  indicated;  for  example  when  the  child  is  suffering 
from  another  illness. 


There  was  one  isolated  case  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  most  coriimon  complication  met  with  at  the  present  time 
in  this  area  is  r'titis  Media,  but  the  causal  micro-organism 
appears  to  have  lost  much  of  the  virulence  it  exhibited 
in  the  last  Century  and  usually  cases  are  mild  and 
uncomplicated,  '■rnen  the  classical  types  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  German  Measles  are  seen,  diagnosis  is  not  difficult, 
but  when,  as  now  commonly  happens,  mild  a-typical  types 
occur,  diagnosis  becomes  very  problematical;  in  these 
cases,  nose  and  throat  swabs  should  be  taken  for 
the  presence  or  absence  of  tho  Haomolyt ic  Stroptococcus. 
Also,  when  these  mild  cases  are  nunsed  at  home,  it  is 
sound  practice  to  take  ’release'  swabs  before  the  child 
returns  to  school,  as  small  epidemics  are  occasionally 
caused  by  convalescent  carriers. 

No  other  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  v/ere  notified. 
Immunisation  seems  to  have  elirninatod  Diphtheria  and  it  is 
hoped  that  "/hooping  Cough  will  be  similarly  prevented  in 
the  near  future. 

There  was  one  death  frora  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and 
two  new  cases  were  notified.  There  was  no  case  of 
non-Respiratorjr  Tuberculosis  'which  is  an  index  of  the 
safety  of  the  milk  supplies  -  which  in  the  Borough  are 
Pasteurised  or  Tuberculin  Tested,  The  Outlook  for  patients 
is  nov/  considerably  more  hopeful  due  to  advances  in 
treatment,  but  prevention  must  come  first  and  in  this  field 
B.C.G.  immunisation  and  Mass  Radiography  should  be  of 
groat  value.  Sources  of  infection  aro  often  difficult 
to  determine,  but  are  often  found  v/hen  faraily  contacts 
and  g<roup  contacts  such  as  those  in  v/orkshops  or  offices 
have  had  their  chests  X-rayed. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  'thank  you  for  j'^our  interest 
and  assistance  and  the  staff  for  their  efficient 
co-operation. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  MARSHALL 
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SSCTlOJT  a, 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  COIvTqTIOHG  OP  TliS!  DISTRICT 

LO?  ^9 S3 


Area:-  8,946  acres 


Hegistrar-Ceneral’ s  Estimate  of;- 

Tlic  Resident  Population  ...  ...  4,293 

Lumber  of  IiTiabited  Houses  According 

to  the  Rate  Books  .  1  ,439 

Rateable  Value  .  32,229 


Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  f-126 


SOCIAL  COiirdTIOHS 

Tenterden  Borough  is  a  3-imb  of  the  Ancient  Tovm  of 
Rye  and  throughout  the  Centuries  has  retained  its 
identity,  its  character  of  charm,  and  its  historical 
traditions . 

Collaterally  it  is  chiefly  a  residential  district 
and  being  surrounded  by  wide  rural  areas  its  interests 
are  chiefly  those  of  agricultur*e. 
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SXTR^iCTS 

PROM 

VITAL 

STATISTICS 

Tenterden 

Borough 

and 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Dist’^act 

Wales 

1 , 

Live  Births 

62 

58 

30 

32 

Birth  Rate 
per  ,000 

14.44 

15,5 

(a)  Legitimate 

29 

29 

estj. mated 

(b)  Illegitimate 

h 

1 

3 

population 

2* 

Stillbirths 

2 

2 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  total 

31,25 

22.4 

(a)  Legitimate 

2 

2 

— 

(live  and 
still) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

■ 

births . 

3. 

Deaths 

75 

29 

46 

Death  rate 

17.47 

1 1  o4 

per  1 ,000 
resident 

population 

4. 

Deaths  from  Pregnanc^r 

Rate  per 

. 

0.76 

Childbirth  and 

1 ,®00  ( live 

Abortion 

and  still) 
births 

5. 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  One  Year 

of 

Age 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Legitimate 

- 

— 

(b)  Illegitimate 

— 

- 

- 

Infant  mortality  ra 

■te  per 

000 

live  births 

— 

26.8 

Rate  re  legitimate  infants 
Rate  re  illegitimate  infants 


6. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 
Deaths  from  71io oping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  G-astritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea 

Deaths  from  Measles  , . . 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 


♦  «  • 
•  •  » 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year  1953* 


Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 


•  • 
•  «  • 


29 

1 

1 
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CAUSZIS  OF  DEATH  in  T~jITTT:';RD:^N  borough  dupjng 


1^ 


1. 

2, 

3. 

k* 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11, 

12, 

13. 

1U, 

13. 

16. 

17, 

18. 

19. 

20, 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24, 

25, 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


ALL  GAJ: 


Tuberculosis,  rospiratcry 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
\7hooping  Cough 
Moningococcai  iiirections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles  ... 

Other  infective  and  parasytic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

Malignant  iieoplasm,  limg,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . • 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  a leukaemia  ... 

Diabetes  . . , 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

Plypertens ion  v/ith  heart  disease  ... 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza  . .  • 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  ... 

ether  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stoiuach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nepliritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  aburtion  /. . . 
Congenital  malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  , . . 

All  other  accidents  ... 

Guicide  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  v/ar  ... 


Males 


29 


1 

9 

11 

1 


1 

2 


1- 


Females 

46 

'i . 


5 

3 

26 

2 


irari'iuniGa''c~i6n  a/^ainst  PiTShtheria,  1953. 

The  following  is  a  retuini  of  the  nuraber  of  children  \inder  the  ago  of  15  3^ear  J  on  31st  December 
1953,  v/ho  had  completed  a  com-se  of  inmunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e,  at  any  time 
before  the  1st  Januarj'’,  1933). 
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SECTION  0. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  T  "E  AREA 


1  •  Water  SuptdIy 

The  Cranbrook  District  Water  Co.,  supplies  the  whole 
of  the  Borough,  excepting  Reading  Street  and  parts  of 
Swain  Road  which  have  no  piped  supply:  the  Council  however, 
have  a  scheme  in  hand  to  provide  a  liia-'.n  supply. 


I  Baoi-eiirlological  '  Chemical 

I  i 

;  No.  Results  iNo.  Results 

I  ; 

Treated  7/ater  I  9  Satisfactory  ■  5  2  Satisfact-^ 

.  .  ,  j  .  ,  .  i  3  Uhsatisfacto 


The  samples  taken  from  the  Cranbrook  Co’s  supply 
were  all  satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  relate 
to  v/ater  taken  from  a  well  ‘which  supplies  an  Inn  and 
instructions  have  been  given  to  the  owner  to  boil  the  water 
before  use,  until  the  main  supply  is  provided 

2 .  Drainage ,  Sewerap:e  and  Sewap:e  Disposal 

The  only  development  during  the  year  was  an  extension 
of  the  sewer  in  Smallhythe  Road,  to  serve  a  new  Estate. 

About  75;^  of  the  d'wellings  are  in  main  sewerage  the 
remaining  2^%  being  served  by  cesspools  or  septic  tanks,  in. 
respect  of  which  few  complaints  are  received. 

3»  Housing 

48  Council  houses,  and  1?  Private  houses  were  built 
during  the  year,  maicing  a  total  of  180  Council  houses  and 
55  Private  houses  built  since  the  last  ‘war.  There  are 
about  65  applicants  on  the  m.ost  recent  waiting  list  for 
Council  houses, 

4*  Nursing  Homes 

There  is  one  Nursing  Home  in  the  District,  containing 
24  beds,  1 2  of  which  are  for' maternity  patients  and  12  for 
medical  or  surgical  patients.  The  Home  is  efficiently 
managed  and  reaches  a  high  standard  ..in  all  respects. 

5*  Hop-pickers  Camps. 

During  the  season,  5  Camps  accommodating  about  400 
persons  were  occupied.  The  lodging  and  closet  accommodation 
were  generally  satisfactory,  4  of  the  Camps  have  main  water 
supply,  the  other  being  served  by  a  "spring”.  Inspections 
were  made  before,  during  and  after  the  .picking  and  few 
complaints  were  received. 

6 •  Eradication  of  Vermin. 

Poup  dwellings  were  treated  for  infestation  by  fleas, 
and  there  was  no  recurrence  of  the  infestation.  No 
infestation  of  bugs  was  reported  or  found  during  the  year. 
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7.  Milk  Supr)lies 

There  vvere  four  regiGterod  Distributors  of  milk  and 
one  registered  Dairy  in  the  Borough.  Three  of  the  supplie- 
are  Pasteui^iscd,  the  other  being  Tuberoulin-tested.  All 
the  samples  ta.ken  were  satisfaotory, 

8.  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

There  were  two  small  slaughter-houses  attached  to 
Butchers'  shops,  in  v/hich  emergency  slaughter  only  is  done. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condenmed 


I  C  a  c  G  le 
:  excluding  ; 

I  Cows 

j  ■  t 

‘  i 

No.  killed  j  .  - 

I 

i 

No.  inspected  i  ”  ; 

1  I 

1  ! 

•  t 

All  diseases  excent  |  ■ 

Tuberculosis  ! 

Vrnole  carcases  condemned  -  i 

j  i 

!  i 

Carcases  of  \7hich  some  i  ' 

part  or  organ  was  |  ; 

condemned.  ;  -  i 

!  1 

;  I 

Percentage  of  the  number  i 

inspected  affected  with  !  | 

disease  other  than  i  j 

tuberculosis  '  -  | 

I  I 

« 

I 

:  ! 

Tuberculosis  only  | 

I  I 

\7hole  carcases  condomnedi  -  ' 

i  j 

Car  cases  of  which  some  } 

part  or  organ  was  i  j 

condenmed  ‘  -  | 

.  1 

Percentage  of  the  number  I 

inspected  affected  v/ith  | 

tuberculosis  i 


I  Sheep ,  i 

Cows  Calves  and  i  Pigsj 
,  I  Lambs }  , 


3  ov*'t  ^  65  lbs,  13  oz,  of  meat,  127  tins  of  canned 
food,  2  stones  of  fish  and  98  lbs.  of  ham  and  sausages 
were  c  onde  nme  d . 


Pour  ■  rest aui’ ants  and  tv/o  hotel  kitchens  were 
regularly  inspected  and  a  number  of  desirable  improvements 
were  effected. 

Ten  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken,  five  of  which 
were  Grade  1,  four  Grade  j1  and  one  Grade  111. 

No  cases  of  food-poisoning  v;ere  notified  during  the 

year’. 
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9 •  ^^ta_r2r  Inspection  of  the  District 

Details  of  Inspection  work  carried  out?- 


Hop-pickers  Caraps 
Balcehouses 

Slaughterhouses  oo. 

Other  food  preparing  place 

Milk  Samples 

Ice  Creai'n  Samples  ... 

Factories 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Keeping  of  Animals  . . . 
Sani t ar y  A c c ommo dat i on 
Drainage 
Cesspools 

Offensive  Accumulation 
Refuse  receptacles  ... 
Public  Health  Nuisances 
17a ter  supplies  , , , 

M i s  c  e 1 lane  ous 
Rodent  Control 


•  ft  0 

c  c 


•  e  < 
^  ^ 

»  r 


(e;:ehi'yLmg  ice  aroain) 


»  ft  c 

o  c  o 

«  ■>  o 

•  t  9 

•  09 

•  •  o 

•  C  9 

•  •  9 

•  09 

•  99 

•  •  9 
9  9  9 
9  9  9 


O  4/  t 

K  b  9 

9  0  0 

o  r 
0  '>  • 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

0  9  9 

0  9  9 

9  9  9 

0  9  0 

0  9  0 


2 

4 

10 


1 

33 


52 

16 

23 

2 


Total  nuiaber  of  visits 


171 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector) 


Premises 


Number  of 


oer 
'  on 
■Re.ns'ter  i 


inmaeot  ioas 


Written  (Occupiers 
Notices  '■DPosecute 


X'i  ' 


d 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

^  n  •?  I,  _ _  -t-  » 


1,  2, 


•z 


4j  and  6  are  to  be 


enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

j 


10 


12 


11 


) 


Factories  not  included 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 
enforced  bjr  the  Local 
Authority 


in 

is 


(5) 


iii)' 


Other  Prer.iises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-7/orkers '  premises) 


TOTALS 


10 


12 


(• 

i) 

2*  Cases  in  v/hich  clef 

ects 

wore  found 

Nrr.iber  of  cases  in 

which 

Number  of 

. 

defects 

were  found 

cases  '1 

Ref err 

*ed 

which 

Particulars  Pcmd 

Lan  erll  e  d 

i  To  li.M. 

By  li.M. 

Prose GU- 

i 

» 

'  Inspect cr 

i 

Iinpector 

tions  were 
Instituted 

i 

' 

(1)  : 

(2) 

(3) 

;  (k) 

(5) 

(6) 

/ant  of  cleanliness  (.S.1)  ' 

-■ 

. 

! 

- 

)verGrov7dinrc  (S.2)  i 

- 

• 

- 

Inre as enable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

— 

:  “ 

inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4)  , 

ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

_ 

I 

I 

(S.6)  ' 

f 

“ 

lanitaig;  Conveiiience  (S.7)  i 

I 

I 

fa)  Insui'f icient 

_ 

j 

fb)  Unsitable  or  defective  ' 

j 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  i 

_ 

_ 

)ther  offences  against  the  Act 

1 

t 

(not  including  offences  ^ 
relating  to  Outwork)  | 

1  „ 

! 

- 

j 

■ 

TOTALS  ^ 

. 

:  “ 

— 

I 


1 


v> 


.'■f  .  }..:jr»(v 


•  ■'  •  . . .  ■  ‘ 


.  .  r'^T'^l? 

i 


•  *•  :  '  ix  '  - 


K  •«.:>:  i  ■„••'  ^  "■'•'‘‘Iv^' 

Ir  ■*  ■!>*:*  5S_*t_Tran»»r^  -  -'.♦-■Sg^  7  .gJtTMlilt 

r')o  i<jii'f;.Jj>t  **'  (ibJtrfvr  nJt  cic.5^^4£5  *^0  •)!!!■  i  2 

iSe'TifirttfeS  .,  ,  .1-'^®' 

Jl,:!  x'ja  .  ♦:l.K  o';,v, 

\S>^V  am  ■:  ''■  ’  m-jdyrisrjci ;.-  ‘  j 


;*.  ,.1^1 


V  '  'V 


<  4  ^ 


■  y. 


.  ■  •;%>'! 


•  y  I 

*r  *’■ 

U)  ,*<yf '’^  f?.)  . . 

«r  Oj; 

”  ■  “  ’  *  (i-V« fcBiE>6*Jt> 

}.  (c4^5) 


